
Easter 5 

My dear Friends, 

From time to time we see comment in our newspapers criticising the clergy from becoming involved 
in politics. Whenever one of our Archbishops or Bishops are quoted speaking on an issue to do with 
health, education or international aid there is often a politician who will respond saying that they 
should concern themselves with the spiritual life and not meddle in the affairs of the nation. They 
continue to do it not deterred by the fate of religious leaders such as Thomas a Becket, Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, Martin Luther King or Archbishop Romero who all at different points in history suffered 
the ultimate sacrifice for expressing their views.  

The present Archbishop of Canterbury is known for his interest in the political life of the nation. Born 
into a family where he was made to watch the Budget at four years old with a member of the Cabinet 
in his immediate family circle. He has written books on current affairs and does not shy from speaking 
on the major issues of the day. One of the reasons that clergy give for becoming acquainted with the 
purposes of government is not because they wish to support publicly any party but rather that they 
are concerned for the welfare of people both at home and abroad. They want to see a fair and just 
society where young and old are cared for and everyone may have opportunities to flourish and 
succeed for the good of themselves and the wider community. Most party politicians would agree with 
these aims but all have different solutions as to how to achieve them.  

In my role as Civic Chaplain I have met and got to know various politicians of most parties over the last 
thirty years. Many of them are sincere Christians and some devout members of other great world 
religions and feel that their beliefs inform their desire to serve the communities in which we live. They 
are often from widely differing backgrounds and social groups reflecting the extraordinary diversity of 
our capital city. The Services and Commemorations that I have written and conducted over the decades 
have always tried to mirror that character of our nation. This week again many candidates are asking 
for our votes in the election on Thursday, those of you who have the privilege and duty of the franchise 
please go to our polling stations or use your postal votes. It is a hard won right.  

In our Gospel this week Jesus says "I am the true vine and my Father is the vine grower" (John Chapter 
15). His listeners would have been familiar with vines and how they grow from small plants but with 
eventually many different branches. As the plant matures it can be difficult to see where it began. A 
good vine will also bear much fruit which can be delicious and nourishing as itself, or when made into 
juice or wine. However if a branch is broken or separated from its roots it will no longer be of use and 
not bear fruit. All the branches may look alike and produce similar looking fruit but they are each 
unique. This is symbolic of Jesus' call to each of us. He calls us in our uniqueness to become joined with 
him in a shared purpose of spreading the love and care of God wherever we are, wherever we come 
from and whatever race, culture or background we are from. If we adhere to the teachings of Jesus 
and the message that he brings to the world we will be able to share good fruit of benefit to everyone. 
Let us pray that all who are elected this week may be given strength and a will to share in that purpose 
of caring for our nation and people as we go forward to face the many challenges set before us. 

Best wishes and prayers  
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath.  


